
     MINUTES OF THE DUXBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING HELD ON
July 13, 2015

DRAFT
PRESENT: Marty Wells, Maureen Harvey, John Murphy, Betty Gibbs, Beth Wilbur, Jeff Poitras,  
Lars Dickson, Phyllis Arsenault-Berry, Steffan Defeo, Erik Zettterstrom, Erin Lander, Ed 
Touchette.

Called to Order by Acting Chair Maureen Harvey at 6:05 PM and selectboard members intro-
duced.

Additions/Changes to the agenda

Sand bid added to the agenda to new Business.
Road Crew job posting.

Approval of Minutes

6/8
Marty moved to accept the corrected version, John seconded, all were in favor.

6/22
John moved to accept the minutes as presented, Marty seconded, all were in favor.

6/30
John made a motion to accept the corrected version, Betty seconded, all were n favor

Citizen & Visitors to address the board

Mr. Stafford brought concerns forward regarding the excessive speed some cars are travelling 
at on Clark Road. He believes that Clark Road should have a reasonable speed limit imposed 
on it.
Marty made a motion to have a 15 MPH speed limit imposed on Clark Road and that the Road 
Foreman purchase and install a sign stating the 15 MPH speed limit. 
Betty seconded, all were in favor.

Ed Touchette would like to lease the former Cubit property from the Town. It was noted that 
others have also expressed a desire to utilize the property. The general feeling amoung Board 
members was that any future use of this property needs to be decided upon by the voters 
through an Article at Town Meeting.
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Steffon Defeo informed the Board that the current condition of Crossett Hill, South Side, is 
deplorable. There is no crown to the road and the ruts and ridges are so sever that vehicle 
damage is predictable. He wanted to know when Crossett Hill was scheduled to be worked on. 
He also wanted to know when the paving, that was voted on at Town meeying, was scheduled 
to take place. He has concerns about the actual productivity of the Road Crew. He feels that 
the 4-ten hour day work schedule may not be the best schedule for the crew to be on.

Phyills Arsenault-Berry voiced similar concerns as Mr. Defeo too include concerns about the 4 
10 hour day schedule.

Lars Dickson asked about the Town’s policy/process regarding the recycling of scrap steel such 
as old culverts. He also heard a rumour that the Town paid for a chrome bumper for one of 
the Town’s tandem trucks. He wanted to know if that was true. Lars was told that the Board 
had looked into this issue and heard directly from the dealer that the chrome bumper was 
provided as an incentive and at no additional cost or expense to the Town. 
 Lars informed the Board that Camel’s Hump Road above his house is in need of grading. 
He told the Board that he is working on getting the audio files of the selectbaod meetings 
downsized so that they can be posted to the Town’s web site.
He offered to post the Road Crew job opening on the Town’s web site, Craig’s List and the 
Front Poarch Forum (FFP). Lars was told to proceed with the postimg to Craig’s List & the FFP.

The longer term members on the Board generally agreed that there has been more complaints 
about Town Roads this Spring  and Summer than they have experienced in some time. There 
appear to be several reasons that have contributed to this situation. The Board will set up a 
meeting with the Road Foreman to discuss road issues and to update and approve a new road 
project schedule.

The 4-ten hour workday has been a matter of discussion by the Board and is under review.

A complaint was made by Jeff Haskins regarding damage the contractor for the Hayen 
Hill culvert project did while usng his drive way for a turnaround. Maureen said that she will 
contact the project engener.
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Reports

Highway Foreman

Adam was not present at the Selectboard meeting. The Board was told by John that he had 
been notified by Adam that he would be absent due to child care issues. 
The plan is to schedule a Special Selectboard meeting. The main purpose of the meeting will 
be to review the current years road maintenance plan with Adam.

Treasurer

Beth notified us that we are into our new fiscal year, July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016.
Beth handed out the most recent General Fund Status Report and provided the current delin-
quent tax numbers. 

Emergency Management Committee

Eric Zetterstrum reported that the tree limb that was adversely impacting the repeater that 
was nearby has been removed and that the repeater is working.
The Zone Captains meet recently. Planning meetings for next Summers State wide Emergency 
Management exercise, “Vigilant Guard” continue to be held and attended. 
Available options to the current radios are being explored. 
The proposed Emergency Contact Sheet was reviewed. The idea will be to include the sheet 
with this year’s property tax bill.
It is recommended that the Town send at least one road crew member and one selectperson 
to the September Hazardous Material training that’s being offered in September.

New Business

Selectboard Clerk
Erin Lander has accepted the position of Selectboard Clerk. She will be unavailable for the 
month of August but will be available for the September meeting onward. Discussions will 
take place in the meantime regarding scope of duties and compensation.

Town Office & Town Garage Hot Water
Bids received from Bourne's ($952.56), ASAP Plumbing & Heating ($856.00) and Jeff Poitras 
($650.00) to fix the hot water in the Town Office. Betty made a motion to award the job to 
Jeff Poitras, Marty seconded and all were in favor. 
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John will coordinate the programing of the garage’s hot water ”Controller” with Dick Char-
land.

Marty reports that he is having trouble finding a mason who is willing to work on, repair, the 
chimney seerving the Town Clerk’s Office. He will continue.

Locks Changed
Subject of the number of garage keys needed will be discussed with Adam. Any action will be 
postponed until after the new road crew member is hired.

Audit & Closeout of FY 2015
Bonnie Batchelder will be contacting Beth to make an appointment to finish the Town Report.

Old Business

Personnel Policy.
Maureen hopes to provide the attorney’s with our Personnel Policy Draft next week.

Fire Warden Update
The position of Fire Warden remains unfilled. Scott Woodard continues as the temporary fill-
in. Ken will be asked if he is interested in the position.

Zoning Concerns
No new information regarding the letters that were to be sent out by the Zoning Administra-
tor regarding concerns expressed at the June 8th  Selectboard meeting.

Town Clerk Health Insurance Discrepancy
Maureen reports that the file has been turned over to the State’s Attorney by the Vermont 
State Policy. 

Garage Roof
Rod Roofing has not gotten back as to when they are coming to do their evaluation. They had 
previously informed us that the wet weather in June had slowed them down.

April Bridge Accident
Questions remain regarding the insurance settlement with the State over the damage to the 
bridge itself. 

Hayes Road Culvert Update
John has been informed by VTrans that the Town had been awarded the $10,000 BBR grant 
that it had applied for regarding the Hayes Road Culvert. Ann Smith of Friends of the Winooski 
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has been informed. It appears that, with the awarding of our grant, the project has been fully 
funded.

Class IV Road Policy Review
John handed to the Board, and those citizens in attendance, his suggested changes to the 
Class IV Road & Trail policy. Feedback was received. John will incorporate the feedback into a 
rewritten draft and provide the Board with copies. The road policy will continue under review 
at the regularly scheduled meeting in August.

Gravel Pit
Phase 3 is drying out. Phase 1 is ready for our crew to seed and mulch as is the maintenance 
area. The contractor i would like to submit a bill for 90% payment prior to final settlement.  
Motion made by John to pay 90% of the contracted price, seconded by Betty, all were in favor.

Motion to adjourn was made by John at 7:50 PM. Mary seconded and all were in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

John B. Murphy
Selectperson
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